
HAWAII ADMINISTRATIVE RULES

TITLE 2

OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

SUBTITLE 4 ELECTIONS

Amendments to Chapters 2-51, 2-52, and 2-53

August 27, 1998

SUMMARY

1. §§2-51-1, 2-51-20, 2-51-30, 2-51-31, 2-51-46,
2-51-50, 2-51-51, 2-51-54, 2-51-92 and 2-51-
110 are amended.

2. A new §2-51-66 is added.

3. §§2-52-1, 2-52-3 and 2-52-4 are amended.

4. §§2-53-2, 2-53-4, 2-53-13, 2-53-14 and 2-53-16
are amended.



§2-51-1  Definitions.   Unless the context
indicates otherwise, as used in chapters 2-51 to 2-54: 
***

"Chief election officer" means the individual
appointed by the elections appointment panel pursuant
to §11-1.6 to supervise state elections.
***

"Hawaiian" means any descendant of the aboriginal
peoples inhabiting the Hawaiian Islands which
exercised sovereignty and subsisted in the Hawaiian
Islands in 1778, and which peoples thereafter have
continued to reside in Hawaii.
***

[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §§11-1, 11-191, 15-1, 16-21, 16-41)



§2-51-20  Voter registration form.   (a)  The
affidavit on the application for voter registration
form shall be in a form prescribed and approved by the
chief election officer, attached hereto as Appendix
“A”, containing substantially the following
information:

(1) A place for the applicant's name, social
security number, date of birth, place of
birth, residence address or a description of
the location of the residence, and mailing
address;

(2) A statement that the residence stated in the
voter registration form is not simply
because of the applicant's presence in
Hawaii, but that the residence was acquired
with the intent to make Hawaii the
applicant's legal residence with all the
accompanying obligations therein;

(3) A statement that the applicant is a U.S.
citizen;

(4) A statement that the applicant is at least
sixteen years of age at the time of
completing the registration form;

(5) In the case of OHA voters, a statement that
the applicant is Hawaiian as defined in
HRS §11-1;

(6) A self-subscribing oath that the applicant
is swearing or affirming to the truth of the
information given in the affidavit;

(7) A space for the signature of a witness when
the applicant is unable to write for reason
of illiteracy, blindness, or other physical
disability; and

(8) A statement which says that the office,
site, or location at which an applicant
registers to vote, or the declination on the
part of the applicant to register to vote
will remain confidential and will be used
for voter registration purposes only.

(b) The voter registration form may also include
other information deemed appropriate by the chief
election officer including but not limited to:

(1) A space for the applicant's telephone
number;

(2) If the applicant was previously registered



in a state other than Hawaii, an
authorization by the applicant to cancel the
applicant's previous voter registration;

(3) A statement notifying applicants of the
penalty for falsifying information on the
voter registration form or for falsifying
the self-subscribing oath;

(4) A statement regarding voting by persons
convicted of a felony; and

(c) The following forms shall also be accepted
for voter registration:

(1) Federal Postcard Application; and
(2) Any other form prescribed by the National

Voter Registration Act.
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§§11-4, 11-15, 11-16) (Imp: HRS §11-15)



§2-51-30  Confidential registration.   (a)  A
person can apply to keep confidential the person’s
residence address and telephone number as provided in
the person’s voter registration form, if the person
can show good cause that:

(1) Life threatening circumstances exists to the
person or a member of that person’s family;

(2) Risk of bodily harm exists to the person or
a member of that person’s family; or

(3) The person would be subject to an
unwarranted invasion of privacy.

(b) An application for confidential registration
shall be in the form prescribed and provided by the
chief election officer, attached hereto as Appendix
“B”, containing substantially the following
information:

(1) A sworn certification by self-subscribing
oath setting forth the basis for the
person’s request for confidential
registration; and

(2) An optional mailing address which may be
released for election or government
purposes.

(c) Voter registration information declared
confidential pursuant to this section shall not be
released, even for election or government purposes;
provided that the optional mailing address set forth
in the confidential registration application may be
released in place of the person’s residence address
for election or government purposes.

(d) The clerk may request additional information
regarding the reasons justifying confidential
treatment.

(e) In no event shall confidential registration
be released without notifying the person.

(f) Confidential registration shall retain its
confidential status for two election cycles, after
which time the person must reapply for confidential
registration pursuant to this section.

(g) A challenge to the voter registration of a
person who has been granted confidential registration
shall be processed in accordance with the procedures
set forth in section 2-51-46.

(h) A person granted confidential registration
pursuant to this section shall vote by mail absentee



ballot only.  The voter shall be responsible to apply
for the mail absentee ballot.
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§§11-4, 11-14.5) (Imp: HRS §11-14.5)



§2-51-31  Voter registration information;
prohibited uses.  (a)  Voter registration forms, the
general county register, or any lists or computer
tapes prepared therefrom shall be released or used for
election or government purposes only, unless otherwise
provided by law.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), a voter’s
full name, district/precinct designation, and voter
status is public information available for any
purpose.

(c) Voter registration information that is not
public under subsection (b), excluding social security
number and date of birth, is available for the
following election or government purposes, unless
otherwise provided by law:

(1) To support or oppose any candidate or
incumbent for partisan or nonpartisan
office;

(2) To support or oppose any proposed or
existing ballot measure, proposition, or
issue;

(3) To support or encourage voter registration
or the voting process;

(4) To authorized government officials who, by
the nature of their official
responsibilities, must have access to the
voter registration information for
legitimate government purposes within the
scope of their official duties;

(5) To challenge the right of any person to vote
or to seek public office; or

(6) To satisfy the requirements of HRS §11-62 or
HRS §11-113.

Social security number and date of birth may also
be available to federal, state or county government
agencies provided that the requesting agency furnish
valid reasons justifying the need for such
information. 

(d) Voter registration information that is not
public under subsection (b) may not be used for any
commercial purpose, such as mailing or delivering an
advertisement or offer for any property,
establishment, organization, product or service, or
for the purpose of mailing or delivering any
solicitation for money, services, or anything of



value; provided that service bureaus may charge a fee
for their services involving the use or disclosure of
voter registration information that is not public
under subsection (b) so long as the underlying
election or government purpose is verified.

(e) A request for voter registration information
that is not public under subsection (b) shall be in a
form prescribed and provided by the chief election
officer, attached hereto as Appendix “C”, containing
substantially the following information:

(1) A sworn certification by self-subscribing
oath setting forth the election or
government purpose for which the information
is sought;

(2) A sworn certification by self-subscribing
oath establishing that the information will
only be used for election or government
purposes;

(3) Where the requesting party additionally
seeks social security and date of birth
information for government purposes, a
statement setting forth reasons why such
information is required; and

(4) A sworn certification by self-subscribing
oath that the information will not be sold,
released, distributed, or used in any way
for commercial purposes, provided that
service bureaus may charge a fee for their
services in accordance with subsection (d).

(f) Any person who uses, prints, publishes, or
distributes in any manner whatsoever not provided by
law, any confidential voter registration information
acquired directly or indirectly from voter
registration affidavits or a list prepared therefrom
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §§11-14, 11-97, 19-6)



§2-51-46  Challenge to confidential registration;
special procedure.   In addition to the conditions and
procedures for voter challenges prior to election day
set forth in sections 2-51-40, 2-51-41, and 2-51-42, a
challenge to the voter registration of a person who
has been granted confidential registration pursuant to
section 2-51-30, shall be treated as follows:

(1) The clerk shall immediately notify the
person being challenged that a challenge to
the person’s voter registration has been
filed, including the charges set forth in
the challenge and the challenger's name;

(2) The clerk shall investigate the challenge
and if the clerk determines that the
challenge is not frivolous, the clerk shall
notify the person that the person's voter
registration form may be released.

(3) If the person wishes to contest the
challenge, the voter registration form may
be released for inspection by the
challenger.  The challenge, and appeal, if
any, shall be conducted in accordance with
this chapter.

(4) If the person wishes to withdraw said
person's voter registration, the voter
registration form shall not be released,
and said person shall not be allowed to
vote.  The challenger shall be notified
that said person has not contested the
challenge and that said person shall not be
allowed to vote.

[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §11-14.5)



§2-51-50  Political parties; qualification.   (a) 
Any group of persons having qualified as a political
party for election ballot purposes by petition, which
shall be substantially similar to a form attached
hereto as Appendix “D”, pursuant to HRS §11-62, or by
vote, pursuant to HRS §11-61(b), for three consecutive
general elections shall be deemed a political party
for the following ten-year period, or for the
following five general elections, provided that the
qualified political party continues to field
candidates for public office in the elections held
during that period and to meet the requirements of HRS
§§11-62, 11-63, and 11-64.

(1) The ten-year period will start with the
general election immediately following the
third consecutive general election in which
the party qualified by petition pursuant to
HRS §11-62, or by vote, pursuant to HRS
§11-61(b); and

(2) At the end of the ten-year period, the
qualified party which has not been
disqualified for other reasons, shall be
subject to the requirements of HRS §11-61.

(b) Any party which is not exempt from and
which does not meet HRS §11-61(b) shall be subject to
disqualification.
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §§11-61, 11-62, 11-63, 11-65)



§2-51-51  Party petitions; issuing.   (a)  Any
individual or group wishing to petition to qualify a
new political party in the State, pursuant to HRS
§11-62, shall complete an application form before
receiving the petition forms.  An application for
petition to qualify a political party shall be in the
form prescribed and provided by the chief election
officer, attached hereto as Appendix “E”, containing
substantially the following information:

(1) A contact person or persons responsible for
the petition;

(2) The date the application form is completed;
and

(3) The telephone numbers and mailing address
at which the contact person or group can be
contacted.

(b) All petitions that have not been filed with
the chief election officer by the date specified in
HRS §11-62 shall be void upon the one hundred and
sixty-ninth day prior to the primary election for
which it is issued.
[Eff and comp 9/16/98; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§§11-4, 11-62) (Imp: HRS §11-62)



§2-51-54  Party petitions; verification of
signatories.   (a)  Upon receipt of a party petition,
the chief election officer or designated
representative shall verify within the time specified
in HRS §11-62 whether the petition has met the
requirements of HRS §11-62.

(b) Upon receipt of a petition containing the
minimum number of signatures required by HRS
§11-62(a)(3), the chief election officer or designated
representative shall verify whether the signatory is
eligible to sign the petition.  To be eligible, the
signatory must be a registered voter in Hawaii and
must appear in the statewide voter registration system
as an active registered voter.

(1) If the signatory on the petition exists as
an active registered voter in the statewide
voter registration system, then the
signatory shall be counted;

(2) If the signatory on the petition does not
exist as an active registered voter in the
statewide voter registration system, then
the signatory shall be not counted;

(3) If there are duplicate signatories on a
party petition, and the signatory is an
active registered voter, then the signatory
shall be counted once; and

(4) If the signatory does not provide all of
the required information on the petition or
if the information is not legible, then the
signatory may not be counted.

(c) If a voter withdraws the voter's signature
from the petition as prescribed in section 2-51-52,
the voter's signature shall not be verified or
counted.

(d) The chief election officer or designated
representative may verify that the voter's signature
on the petition corresponds with the voter's signature
on the voter's registration form.  If the signature
does not correspond, then the signatory on the
petition shall not be counted.  The chief election
officer or designated representative shall indicate on
the 



petition that the voter's signature is invalid because
it does not match the signature on the voter's
registration form.

(e) The chief election officer or designated
representative may verify only as many signatories as
needed to ensure that the political party has met the
signature requirements of HRS §11-62.
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §11-62)



§2-51-66 Compensation for election day officials.  
(a)  All election day officials shall be compensated
in accordance with a stipend schedule approved by the
chief election officer, attached hereto as Appendix
“F”, containing substantially the following
information:

(1) County designation;
(2) Position title; and
(3) Stipend amount per election.

(b) The stipend amount per election may vary
based on workloads and time differentials or at the
discretion of the chief election officer; provided
that the stipend amount be established prior to
election day.
[Eff SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS §11-4) (Imp: HRS §11-76)



§2-51-92  Punchcard ballots; counting center
procedures.   (a)  The handling of ballots shall be
observed at the counting center by at least two
official observers not of the same political party or
organizational affiliation, except in cases where
technical knowledge and skill is required when
authorized by the chief election officer, clerk, or
designated representative.

(b) The official observers shall observe the
processes within the counting center, and shall report
any changes or deviations from the rules or procedures
to the chief election officer, clerk, or designated
representative.  The observers shall also participate
in all certifications that may be required by the
chief election officer, clerk, or designated
representative.

(c) No person shall be permitted into the
counting center without the authorization of the chief
election officer, clerk, or designated representative.

(d) There shall be no printout by the computer
or other disclosure of the number of votes cast for a
candidate or on a ballot question prior to the closing
of the polls as specified in HRS §11-131.

(e) If a computer becomes inoperative, the
chief election officer, clerk, or designated
representatives shall evaluate and determine the
extent of the malfunction.  Provisions for backup
procedures shall be available and may be put into
effect.  All tests and operational procedures stated
in chapter 54 of these rules shall apply to any
standby computer used.

(f) After all ballots are counted, the computer
ballot counting programs, the logic and accuracy tests
and test results, the election results, and the voted
ballots shall be sealed in containers or cabinets.  

(g) Subsequent audits may be conducted by the
chief election officer, clerk, or designated
representative in accordance with established
procedures.

(h) A written record shall be maintained of
each opening and sealing of these storage containers
or cabinets.  The record shall include all of the
following:

(1) Date and time;
(2) Name of each person requesting opening and



reasons for opening;
(3) Seal numbers; and
(4) Signatures of two or more witnesses

attesting to the opening and closing of
these containers or cabinets and certifying
that ballots were handled in their presence
at all times.

(i) The containers or cabinets shall be sealed
and stored for twenty-two months in accordance with
federal law.
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§§11-4, 11-154, 16-44) (Imp: HRS §§ 16-2, 16-41
through 16-45)



§2-51-110  Presidential petitions; issuing.   (a) 
Any group wishing to petition to place the names of
candidates for president and vice president on the
State's general election ballots, pursuant to HRS
§11-113, shall submit a notarized statement of intent
from the presidential and vice presidential candidates
to the chief election officer before receiving the
petition forms.  The statement of each candidate shall
be substantially in the following form:

(1) I,                                       
(name of candidate), hereby declare that I
intend to be a candidate for
                                      
(president or vice president) of the United
States on the               (year) general
election ballot in the State of Hawaii; and

(2) Shall be subscribed and sworn or affirmed
to before a notary public.

(b) The party or group shall also provide basic
information to the chief election officer by filling
out an application form before receiving the petition
forms.  An application for petition to place the names
of candidates for president and vice president on
State of Hawaii general election ballot shall be in
the form prescribed and provided by the chief election
officer, attached hereto as Appendix “G”, containing
substantially the following information:

(1) The name of a contact person to be
responsible for the petition;

(2) The group's telephone numbers and mailing
address;

(3) The year of the election for which the
petition is being requested; and

(4) The party or group name and the names of
the candidates for president and vice
president.

(c) Before issuing the petition forms, which
shall be substantially similar to a form attached
hereto as Appendix “H”, the chief election officer
shall place on the petition the names of the
presidential and vice presidential candidates and the
party or group name.  A petition will not be issued
unless the chief election officer receives the
notarized statement of intent from the presidential
candidate and the vice presidential candidate.



(d) The petition shall be void upon the
fifty-ninth day prior to the general election for
which it is issued.
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §11-113)



§2-52-1  Nomination papers; when available.   (a) 
Nomination papers, which shall be substantially
similar to a form attached hereto as Appendix “I”,
shall be available from the first working day of
February in every even-numbered year for the regularly
scheduled election contests for that year; provided
that the chief election officer may release nomination
papers earlier than the first working day in February
if nomination papers are prepared and available to the
chief election officer and all clerks earlier than
that date.

(b) In the case of a special primary or special
election, nomination papers shall be made available at
least ten days prior to the close of filing.

(c) If a special primary or special election to
fill a vacancy is required by law, nomination papers
shall be available only after the vacancy occurs.
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §§12-3, 12-4)



§2-52-3  Nomination papers; verification of
signatories.   (a)  Upon receipt of a nomination paper,
the chief election officer, clerk, or their designated
representatives, shall count and determine whether the
nomination paper has met the signature requirements
pursuant to HRS §12-5.

(b)  If the nomination paper contains at least
the required number of signatures pursuant to HRS
§12-5, then the chief election officer, clerk, or
designated representative shall verify whether the
signatory is eligible to sign the nomination paper. 
To be eligible, the signatory must:

(1) Reside and be registered to vote in the
district from which the candidate is
running for office;

(2) Be eligible to vote for the candidate when
the nomination paper is filed; and

(3) Be an active voter registered at the
residence address which appears on the
nomination paper.

(c) The chief election officer, clerk, or
designated representative shall use the statewide
voter registration system to verify whether the
signatory is eligible to sign the nomination paper.

(1) If the signatory is an eligible voter
pursuant to subsection (b), then the
signatory shall be counted;

(2) If the signatory is not an eligible voter
pursuant to subsection (b), then the
signatory shall be not counted;

(3) If there are duplicate signatures on a
nomination paper, and the signatory is an
eligible voter pursuant to subsection (b),
then the signatory shall be counted once;
and

(4) If the signatory does not provide all of
the information required by HRS §12-3(a)(5)
or if the information is not legible, then
the signatory may not be counted.

(d) The chief election officer or clerk may
verify that the signature on the nomination paper
corresponds with the signature on the voter's
registration form.  If the signature does not
correspond, the signatory shall not be counted.  The
chief election officer, clerk, or designated



representative shall indicate on the nomination paper
that the signature is invalid because it does not
match the signature on the voter's registration form.

(e) The chief election officer, clerk, or
designated representative shall verify only as many
signatories as needed to ensure that the nomination
paper has met the signature requirements of HRS §12-5.
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §§12-3, 12-4, 12-5)



§2-52-4  Nomination papers; candidate name on
ballot.  (a) A candidate's name, including the
Hawaiian or English equivalent or nickname, shall be
limited to twenty-seven characters; provided that the
twenty-seven characters shall include punctuation and
blank spaces, and shall be set on one line.

(b) The name of the candidate appearing on the
ballot may be the candidate's legal name or the name
by which the candidate is most commonly known.  If a
candidate seeks to have a name other than the
candidate's legal name, its commonly recognized
equivalent, or maiden name, appear on the ballot, the
candidate, at the time of filing nomination papers
shall also file a notarized affidavit in which the
candidate attests to the fact that the name to appear
on the ballot is the name by which the candidate is
most commonly known throughout the district from which
the candidate seeks election.

(c)  The ballot shall contain the names of the
candidates in the format and order specified as
follows:

(1) Last name in capital letters followed by a
comma;

(2) First name in upper and lower case letters
followed by a blank space;

(3) Middle initial or initials; provided that
each initial shall be followed by a period;

(4) Suffix such as "Jr." or "III" preceded by a
blank space and a comma; and

(5) Nickname or Hawaiian equivalent if
requested by the candidate in parenthesis.

(6) An example of a correct format is:

  HAWAII, Jon T., Jr. (Keoni)

(d) Titles, such as Doctor, Senator, Reverend,
MD, or Major, shall not be printed on the ballot.

(e) Slogans shall not be printed on the ballot.



(f) The chief election officer shall be
authorized to conform all names printed on the ballot
to the format prescribed in subsection (c).
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
11-4) (Imp: HRS §§11-112, 12-3)



§2-53-2  General provisions.   (a)  Whenever a
duty is to be performed by the clerk, the clerk may
delegate it to a designated representative or the
election officials of the absentee polling place.

(b) The absentee ballot shall be marked in
accordance with the provisions of sections 2-51-80 or
2-51-83, or procedures established by the chief
election officer, as appropriate.

(c) The security of all ballots shall be
maintained by the clerk and the election officials of
the absentee polling place.

(d) Corrections to the pollbook regarding the
absentee voter shall be made only on the order of the
clerk or the board of registration.  These include
instances where:

(1) The pollbook has been incorrectly annotated
to show that the voter has either requested
or voted an absentee ballot; or

(2) The voter desires to vote at the regular or
absentee polling place and the clerk's
records show that an absentee ballot has
already been mailed to that voter and has
not been received by the clerk.  The voter
shall be allowed to vote and all records
shall be annotated to insure that no
further ballots shall be accepted for that
voter.

(e) Secret ballot envelopes which, when opened,
do not contain ballots, shall be considered invalid
for auditing purposes.

(f) Mail absentee return envelopes may be
accepted at the regular polling places in accordance
with HRS §15-9.

(g) The clerk may accept oral requests for an
absentee ballot in an emergency situation to expedite
the transmission of ballots, but may require the
absentee voter to complete and return a signed
application before accepting the transmitted absentee
ballot in accordance with HRS §15-5(b).



(h) The clerk may honor requests received after
the deadline specified in HRS §15-4, if the clerk
believes there is sufficient time to return the
ballots by the close of the polls.
[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §§15-4, 15-5, 15-9)



§2-53-4  Application for absentee voter ballot;
content.  (a)  The application for absentee voter
ballot shall be in a form prescribed and approved by
the chief election officer or clerk, attached hereto
as Appendix “K”. 

(b) The application for absentee voter ballot
shall contain substantially the following information:

(1) A place for the voter to identify the year
of the election and the election or
elections for which ballots are being
requested;

(2) A place for the applicant's name, social
security number, date of birth, place of
birth, residence address or a description
of the location of the residence, mailing
address, home phone number, business phone
number, and gender;

(3) A place for the address to which the voter
wishes the absentee ballot to be forwarded
for the primary election and the general
election;

(4) A self-subscribing oath that the applicant
is swearing or affirming to the following:
(A) That the applicant is the person named

above;
(B) That the applicant is requesting an

absentee ballot for the applicant and
no one else; and

(C) That the information given in the
affidavit is true and correct;

(5) A space for the signature of a witness when
the applicant is unable to write for reason
of illiteracy, blindness, or other physical
disability; and

(6) A place for the clerk to add the following
information:
(A) Application number;
(B) District and precinct;
(c) Ballot stub number;
(D) Date ballot mailed and person who

mailed ballot;
(E) Name of clerk;
(F) OHA ballot stub number; and
(G) Date ballot received and person who

received ballot.



[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§§11-4, 15-2) (Imp: HRS §15-4)



§2-53-13  Walk-in and mail absentee ballots;
transfer to the counting center.   When either the
paper ballot or the punchcard ballot system is used
for absentee voting, the clerk shall do all of the
following:

(1) After the close of the absentee polling
place on the day prior to the processing of
ballots, the clerk shall prepare a
preliminary reconciliation of voted walk-in
and mail absentee ballots form.  The form
shall summarize the following totals by
districts: 
(A) Walk-in absentee ballots or ballot

sleeves, if used;
(B) Valid mail absentee return envelopes; 
(C) Invalid mail absentee return

envelopes; and 
(D) Absentee turnout.

(2) The preliminary reconciliation of voted
walk-in and mail absentee ballots form and
the completed seal certification form shall
accompany the absentee ballot boxes
scheduled for early collection; and

(3) The clerk shall transport voted absentee
ballots to the counting center in sealed
ballot boxes in the presence of at least
two designated representatives of the chief
election officer.  When punchcard ballots
are used, ballots transported to the
counting center shall be sent in sealed
ballot boxes.  Transfer of voted absentee
ballots between the chief election officer
or designated representative and the
respective clerk shall be accomplished
using the seal certification process in
section 2-51-72 with forms prescribed by
the chief election officer.

(4) In addition, the clerk shall do all of the
following: 
(A) Continue to allow absentee voting for

voters authorized under HRS §§15-2 and
15-9, and section 2-53-3; 

(B) Accept mail absentee return envelopes
until the polls close according to
procedures set forth in sections



2-53-11 and 2-53-12; and 
(C) Prepare a final reconciliation of

voted walk-in and mail absentee
ballots form and the seal
certification form for the absentee
ballot boxes after the polls close.

[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §§15-6, 15-8, 15-9, 15-10)



§2-53-14  Absentee ballots; receipt at the
counting center .  Upon arrival of the absentee ballot
boxes at the counting center, the ballot boxes shall
be verified by at least two official observers not of
the same political party or organizational affiliation
who shall check the seal number on the ballot box
against the number recorded on the seal certification
form as follows:

(1) If the seal number does not match, the
chief election officer, clerk, or
designated representative shall conduct an
immediate investigation.  The processing of
absentee ballots in the affected ballot box
shall be suspended pending the outcome of
the investigation;

(2) If the seal numbers match, the absentee
ballot team shall cut the seal and remove
the walk-in absentee ballots or ballot
sleeves, if used, and the mail absentee
return envelopes; and

(3) The mail absentee return envelopes and the
voted walk-in ballots or ballot sleeves, if
used, shall be processed separately, and
may be further segregated according to
district and precinct, if necessary.

[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §§15-6, 15-8, 15-9, 15-10)



§2-53-16  Absentee ballots; processing at the
counting center.   (a) Walk-in absentee voted ballots
or ballot sleeves, if used, shall be processed in the
following manner:

(1) Voted walk-in absentee ballots shall be
placed in ballot card containers and
forwarded to the absentee inspection team.

(2) Where ballot sleeves are used:
(A) Voted walk-in absentee ballots shall

be removed from ballot sleeves and
shall be placed in ballot card
containers;

(B) Where the voted ballot is not in a
ballot sleeve, the voted ballot shall
be placed directly from the ballot box
into the ballot card container for
further processing; and

(C) Ballot card containers shall be
forwarded to the absentee ballot
inspection team.

(b)  Mail absentee return envelopes and the
enclosed secret ballot envelopes shall be processed in
the following order and manner:

(1) Absentee return envelopes with the word
"questionable" stamped on them shall be
separated from the rest of the return
envelopes. The "questionable" absentee
return envelopes shall be opened by the
absentee ballot team chairperson and the
clerk's designated representative and the
contents shall be removed.
(A) If there is no secret ballot envelope:

(I) The contents shall be placed
back into the "questionable"
ballot envelope;

(ii) The envelope shall be marked
"no secret ballot envelope";

(iii) Stamped "INVALID";
(iv) Placed in the invalid ballot

box; and 
(v) Disposed of in accordance with

HRS §11-154; and
(B) The "questionable" secret ballot

envelopes shall be checked by the
absentee ballot team chairperson and



the clerk's designated representative
for possible tampering.  If the secret
ballot envelope has been torn, cut,
resealed, or otherwise mutilated in
such a manner as to appear to have
been tampered,
(i) The contents shall be placed

back into the "questionable"
absentee return envelope;

(ii) Marked "possible tampering";
(iii) The absentee return envelope

shall be stamped "INVALID";
(iv) Deposited in the invalid ballot

box; and
(v) Disposed of in accordance with

HRS §11-154.
 The preliminary or final reconciliation of

voted walk-in and mail absentee ballots
form, whichever is appropriate, shall be
adjusted accordingly.

(2) The valid return envelopes shall be opened
and the secret ballot envelopes shall be
removed.
(A) Voted ballots shall be removed from

the secret ballot envelopes, placed in
ballot card containers and forwarded
to the absentee ballot inspection
team.

(B) If the voted ballot is not in a secret
ballot envelope and the return
envelope is not marked "questionable,"
the voted ballot shall be placed
directly from the return envelope into
the ballot card container for further
processing.

(3) Invalid conditions are:
(A) More than one secret ballot envelope,

indicating a ballot from more than one
voter;

(B) Secret ballot envelopes containing
ballots of more than one voter; and

(C) An absentee ballot is returned
defective and cannot be duplicated.

(4) The secret ballot envelope or ballot that
has an invalid condition shall be:



(A) Replaced in the return envelope;
(B) The invalid condition noted on the

return envelope; and 
(C) The return envelope placed in the

invalid ballot box.
(c) Paper ballot voting system absentee ballots

shall be counted according to sections 2-51-90 and
2-51-91.

(d) Punchcard ballot voting system absentee
ballots shall be counted according to sections 2-51-92
and 2-51-96, provided that prescored absentee mail
ballots shall be inspected as follows:

(1) The election official shall hold the ballot
and blow at the prescored voting position
to inspect for an incompletely detached
chad;

(2) The election official shall remove a chad
if the chad is attached to the ballot by
only one (1) tie; and

(3) The election official may also run the
official's fingers on opposite sides of the
ballot simultaneously, along the voting
positions to locate an incompletely
detached chad.

(e) Mail absentee return envelopes and voted
walk-in ballots or ballot sleeves, may be processed
for counting prior to election day if the chief
election officer determines that the volume warrants
early processing.  The processing shall begin not
earlier than the fifth day prior to an election and
shall be performed pursuant to procedures established
by the chief election officer.

[Eff and comp 9/16/96; am SEP 18 1998] (Auth: HRS
§11-4) (Imp: HRS §§15-6, 15-8, 15-9, 15-10)










































